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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-08 USIA-15 /034W 

053396 I92223Z/46 

R 19070IZ JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6517 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 0389 

USDOC FOR EDITORS OE COMMERCE AMERICA 


Message Text 


E.O. 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, SY 

SUBJECT: EAILURE TO LIST DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL FAIR IN COMMERCE 
AMERICA 


1. EMBASSY DAMASCUS HAS JUST RECEIVED COPIES OE COMMERCE 
AMERICA MAGAZINE VOL III NO I JANUARY 2, 1978. WE WERE 
CHAGRINED TO NOTICE THAT NOWHERE IN COMPREHENSIVE SCHEDULE 
OF 1978 WORLD TRADE FAIRS (PAGES 19-32) DOES IT LIST 
DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL FAIR. IN FACT, PREVIOUS 
COMMERCE AMERICA ISSUES ALSO HAVE NEVER LISTED DAMASCUS 
FAIR DESPITE MEMOS FROM THIS POST. 


2. THE DAMASCUS FAIR IS OLDEST IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE UNITED 
STATES HAS PARTICIPATED OFFICIALLY ALMOST CONTINUOUSLY 
FROM ITS INCEPTION 25 YEARS AGO UNTIL 1967 AND EVERY YEAR 
SINCE 1974 TO THE PRESENT. WE HAVE HAD SALES IN THE 
PRECEEDING FOUR YEARS TOTALLING FIVE MILLION DOLLARS OFF THE 
FLOOR AND POSSIBLY ANOTHER FIFTY TO SIXTY 
MILLION THAT CAN BE TRACED DIRECTLY TO FAIR ORDERS. 

THE FAIR IS THE ONLY REGIONAL FAIR IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
WITH NUMEROUS VISITORS FROM THE ARABIAN PENINSULA 
AS WELL AS LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS FROM SYRIA, 
JORDAN AND LEBANON. THIS POST IS NOW ENGAGED IN AN 
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AMBITIOUS PROMOTIONAL EFFORT TO PRODUCE PARTICIPATION 
BY US FIRMS IN THE 1978 US PAVILION AND EXPECTS FULL 
SUPPORT FROM USDOC IN THIS EFFORT. IT IS NOT DIFFICULT 
TO FEEL PARANOID WHEN WE FIND THE DAMASCUS FAIR 
NOT EVEN LISTED IN USDOC'S 1978 FAIR LIST WHILE OTHER 
FAIRS WHERE US PARTICIPATION AND SALES ARE SUBSTANTIALLY 
SMALLER ARE LISTED. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT NEXT ISSUE OF COMMERCE AMERICA 
PROMINENTLY PUBLICIZE DAMASCUS EAIR-HOPEFULLY UTILIZING 
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN BROCHURES SENT BY POST TO 
CARL REINER IN CAGNE. 

MURPHY 
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